
SACRED STORY INSTITUTE 
 

SUPPORT SSI  

TRIP TO TURKEY 

Istanbul, Cappadocia, & Ephesus  

April  21—May 5   2014 

 

ISTANBUL April 21-26 

CAPPADOCIA April 26-29                                         

EPHESUS April 29—May 1  

ISTANBUL May 1-5  

                                           

An Insider’s Tour of Turkey 

Sacred Story Institute is sponsoring a religious and cultural tour to Turkey in the 

Spring of 2014. The twenty guests who participate will be supporting the evangeliza-

tion work of SSI but getting one of the most remarkable insider tours of Turkey availa-

ble. Our guides, the Jesuit historian Fr. Michael Maher, S.J., will join us from his re-

search sabbatical in Rome. And Murat Tasdemir, a US citizen, Istanbul native and a 

devout Christian, is a renown expert on the art of the Oriental rug. He will link us to 

the local scene in Turkey that he has known since he was a kid. Plus, your Institute 

host, Fr. Bill Watson, S.J.  

The theme of our trip is faith, friendship and culture. With Fr. Maher and Murat, we 

will learn about the Turkey those who live there know and love. We will deepen our 

faith by visiting St. Paul’s holy cities Cappadocia and Ephesus, and seeing some of the 

Seven Churches of the Apocalypse. Daily Mass will be offered for all our guests. We 

want to immerse ourselves the culture of ancient Turkey and learn about its modern  



face. With Murat, we will get us insider tours to places tourists never see, including 

private meetings with the great rug design houses of Istanbul. For those who have 

been to Turkey, we hope you will see it with new eyes. For those who have never been, 

we want you to fall in love with the people, faith, food, and culture of this historic land. 

Our goal in designing the trip is to have people make five star friends, have a five star 

faith experience and experience five star food, culture and art. We want you will feel 

like a Turkish native by the time we leave at the end of two weeks in the land of St. 

Paul.  

 We have selected hotels that are very comfortable but not ostentatious. Our 

home base is the magnificently situated Seven Hills Hotel, directly between the Blue 

Mosque and Hagia Sofia on the Bosporus. We will travel to Cappadocia and Ephesus 

by Mercedes bus so that we can get to know the country side (while our luggage is 

flown to our hotel sites).  

 Born and raised in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, MICHAEL MAHER 

entered the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits) in 1975 and was ordained in 

1986. Fr. Maher followed a typical course of Jesuit formation that includ-

ed humanities, philosophy and theology interspersed with various teach-

ing assignments which included teaching 7th and 8th grade science to Na-

tive Americans in Pine Ridge, South Dakota, English at Sogong Universi-

ty in Korea, religion to boys in Omaha, Nebraska as well as teaching po-

sitions at Marquette University and Saint Louis University. He received 

two master’s degrees in theology at the Jesuit School of theology at 

Berkeley and after ordination; he began doctoral studies at the University 

of Minnesota, majoring in early modern European history with additional 

studies in Chinese History. Fr. Maher has published works on confraterni-

ties and written several articles and book chapters dealing with the imple-

mentation and influence of Jesuit practices by means of various groups. 

In recognition of his scholarship, Jesuit Superior General Hans Peter Kol-

venbach appointed him as a corresponding member of the Jesuit Histori-

cal Institute.   Currently, Fr. Maher is an associate professor of History 

and the Director of Catholic Studies at Gonzaga University.  

Trip Details 

Trip Cost is $9500 per person or $19,000 per couple. A tax deductible, non-

refundable deposit of $2500 per person (a part of the total of $9500 per person) is 

due August 30th, 2013.  This supplement is the donation to the Sacred Story Insti-

tute. Let us know if you are not traveling with a spouse and/or if separate room ac-

commodations will be needed.  

Your $9500 per-person price includes all hotel accommodations, three meals a 

day, internal travel, tickets to shrines and all historical locations, & tips—in es-

sence, all your trip costs will be covered once you land in Istanbul.  

Travel to and from Turkey is to be booked and paid for by you, our tour guests. We 

expect everyone to arrive sometime in the day, April 21, 2014, the first day of 

Spring! We will choose beautiful places for daily Mass. 

A more detailed itinerary will be forthcoming in September after we secure our 

twenty guests for the trip. While we have exceptional knowledge of what to do and 

see in the combined wisdom of our expert tour guides, we are open to suggestions 

about our final itinerary, especially for our stays in Cappadocia and Ephesus. We 

will not be too rigorous in pre-planning all our days’ events in Istanbul, lest we 

frustrate the Holy Spirit and miss out on opportunities!  



 Born in 1974 and raised in Istanbul,  MURAT TASDEMIR emi-

grated to the USA in 1995 and opened up his Island Ambience rug shop on 

Bainbridge, across Elliot Bay from Seattle the next year. Not all rug ven-

dors are alike! While Murat sells from his store near Seattle, his clientele 

hail from all over the world and the United States. He is widely known for 

his exceptional knowledge of the rug market, his integrity and honesty and 

his impeccable design sense.  

Testament to his success is his client base, who use him time and again. 

He has designed homes in Seattle, San Francisco, Santa Fe, Beverly Hills, 

Los Angeles, Tucson, Atlanta, Houston, Chicago, Boston, South Beach 

and New York, to name a few.  

If you are coming on the trip for rug purchases for your home or business, 

email us before the trip with pictures of the rooms you want to decorate 

and the dimensions of those rooms. Murat will help you find the right rug, 

at the right price.  

His guarantee to his clients is that if at any time you want to exchange 

your purchase with him for something else, he will accommodate you with 

graciousness and joy.  This is why he has won the trust of so many people. 

He promises you at least 25% off the price you would pay in the US and 

that includes the shipping which he will work through his company. He 

will be happy to personally deliver and install your rugs should you like.   

 

SACRED STORY INSTITUTE  

INSTITUTE SUPPORT TOUR 

TURKEY 2014 
FAITH, FRIENDS AND CULTURE 

 

ISTANBUL April 21-26  

Seven Hills Hotel <www.sevenhillshotel.com> 

CAPPADOCIA April 26-29 

Yunak Evleri Cave Hotel <www.yunak.com> 

EPHESUS April 29—May 1  

Kalehan Hotel <www.kalehan.com> 

ISTANBUL May 1-5  

Seven Hills Hotel 
 

Trip Cost is $9500 per person (includes all costs in Turkey + tax-deductible donation) 

$2500 Tax Deductible non-refundable deposit per-person due August 30th, 2013 

Balance Due November 30th, 2013 

Make all checks payable to Sacred Story Institute 

1401 E Jefferson Suite 405 

Seattle, Washington 98122 

admin-team@sacredstory.net 


