
 

 

A Note to Pastors  

&  

Pastoral Leaders 
 

BEST PRACTICES ON 
 

HOW TO CREATE MISSIONARY DISCIPLES 
 



HOW TO CREATE MISSIONARY DISCIPLES 
 

With FORTY WEEKS  



 

 

WHAT EXPERIENCE 

CREATES ENGAGED  

MISSIONARY 

DISCIPLES? 

 

 



 

Every Christian is a missionary  

to the extent that he or she  

has encountered the love of God in Christ Jesus 

(EG 120) 

Forty Weeks was developed and designed to 

accomplish this profound encounter with Christ 

 



The pastor is the one who should extend the 

personal invitation to  

become missionary disciples 

to key members of his parish  

 

 

 

 

 
 



Pastors, your core evangelizing efforts will   

have greater longevity if you do not 

“outsource” them to professionals 
 

 (Evangelium Gaudi 120) 



THE THREE GROUPS TO BE EVANGELIZED 
 

1. Ad Gentes—those who have never heard the 

Gospel 

2. Communities actively fervent in their faith 

and in Christian living 

3. Those who have left the practice of their 

faith 

Redemptoris Missio #33 



But What is the NEW EVANGELIZATION? 
 

Thirdly, there is an intermediate situation, 

particularly in countries with ancient Christian 

roots, and occasionally in the younger Churches 

as well, where entire groups of the baptized 

have lost a living sense of the faith, or even no 

longer consider themselves members of the 

Church, and live a life far removed  

from Christ and his Gospel.  



 

In this case what is needed is 

a "new evangelization."  
Redemptoris Missio #33 

 

 

 



 

Sacred Story 

Institute Believes 

that those who 

have left the 

Church and are  

re-ignited in their 

faith can be a major 

force for renewing 

our parishes 



On FORTY WEEKS  
 

Invite participants to choose who to pray for during 

the journey and who they desire to  

actively evangelize after completing it: 

--Those who have never heard the Gospel 

--Those in our faith community 

--Those who have left the Church 



FINAL SUMMARY: 

1. CORE EVANGELIZATION WITH FORTY WEEKS 
 

 

 
This program will create the 
most profound encounter 
between your people and 

Christ Jesus—and this 
encounter will create your 

missionary disciples 
 



FINAL SUMMARY 

2.  CORE EVANGELIZATION WITH FORTY WEEKS 
 

Actively pursue those who have left the Church 
as a major focus of your evangelization efforts 

 



FINAL SUMMARY 

3. CORE EVANGELIZATION WITH FORTY 

WEEKS 
 

Personally invite/accept people 

 to engage Forty Weeks  

 



FINAL SUMMARY 

4. CORE EVANGELIZATION WITH FORTY WEEKS 
 

Stay engaged and encouraging with  

your people all during the journey 



 

 

 

 

 

 

sacredstory.net 


